Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Attorney Docket No.: Q61551 

U.S. Serial No. 09/698,142 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): An image processing method, comprising the steps of: 

performing preset image processing on input digital image data; and 
outputting processed image data as output image data, 

wherein said preset image processing includes e ye corr e ction proc e ssing for corr e cting 
digital composite processing for compositing an eve image in an open state on a closed eye 
image in a human image having an eye in a closed state, into an e y e imag e in an op e n stat e , and 

wherein said digital composite processing includes adjusting a size and angle of the eve, 
colors and densities of an eyelid, a pupil and neighbor of the eve in an image to composite so as 
to conform to those in an image to be composited. 

2: (currently amended): The image processing method according to claim 1, 
wherein said e y e corr e ction proc e ssing is digital composite processin g for compositing 
composites an open eye image of a same person on said closed eye image. 

3. (currently amended): The image processing method according to claim 1, 
wherein said e y e corr e ction proc e ssing is digital composite processin g for compositing 
composites an open eye image of a person other than a same person to said closed eye image. 
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4. (currently amended): The image processing method according to claim 1 , 
wherein said oy e corr e ction proc e ssing is digital composite processing for compositing 
composites on said closed eye an eye image selected from a plurality of samples of open eye 
images which have preliminarily been prepared. 

5. (canceled). 

6. (currently amended): The image processing method according to claim £1, 
wherein said adjusting step is performed automatically based on one or more characteristics of 
image characteristics of said image to be composited including a color and density of the 
neighbor of the eye, a position of each eye, a distance between both eyes, a size of the eye and a 
size of a face. 

7. (currently amended): The image processing method according to claim $1, 
wherein said adjusting step is performed manually by an operator based on a menu which 
changes a size, angle, color, density and aspect ratio of the eye of said image to composite. 

8. Th e imag e proc e ssing m e thod according to claim l, An image processing method, 
comprising the steps of: 

performing preset digital image processing on input digital image data; and 
outputting processed image data as output image data, wherein 
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said preset image processing includes eve correction processing for correcting a closed 
eve image in a human image having an eye in a closed state into an eve image in an open state, 
and 

wherein said eye correction processing is performed by the steps of: 

comparing the eye image in the closed state and the eye image in the open state with each 

other; 

assuming movement of a point on an eyelid based on a characteristic of a shape of the 
eye image; and 

opening a closed eye based on the thus assumed movement. 

9. (currently amended): Th e imag e proc e ssing method according to claim An image 
method, comprising the steps of: 

performing preset digital image processing on input digital image data; and 
outputting processed image data as output image data, wherein 

said preset image processing comprises eve correction processing for correcting a closed 
eve image in a human image having an eve in a closed state into an eve image in an open state, 
and 

wherein said eye correction processing comprises includes the steps of: 
setting the eye image in the closed state as an input signal; 
setting the eye image in the open state as a teacher signal; 
learning an image conversion from a closed eye to a open eye; and 
opening the closed eye based on the thus learned image conversion. 
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10. (original): The image processing method according to claim 8 5 wherein a degree 
of opening the closed eye is adjustable in said eye correction processing. 

1 1 . (original): The image processing method according to claim 8, wherein the eye 
image in said closed state is adjustable into the eye image in a predetermined open state by 
specifying a length of eyelashes, a direction of the eyelashes, a single-edged eyelid or a double- 
edged eyelid. 

12. (original): The image processing method according to claim 1, wherein said eye 
correction processing further comprises a retouch function. 

13. (original): The image processing method according to claim 1, wherein said eye 
correction processing in correcting the closed eye image when only one eye is closed utilizes 
characteristics of open eye and neighbor thereof. 

14. (original): The image processing method according to claim 13, wherein, as the 
characteristics of the neighbor, at least one or more information of a color and size of a pupil, a 
length of eyelashes, a color of skin of an eyelid and the neighbor of the eye, a single-edged 
eyelid or a double-edged eyelid, a position of the eye and the size and shape of the eye are 
utilized. 
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15. (original): The image processing method according to claim 1, wherein a position 
or a shape of a pupil can be changed to be capable of adjusting a line of vision by both eyes. 

16. An image processing apparatus for receiving digital image data from an image 
input device, performing preset image processing on the inputted digital image data and 
outputting processed image data as output image data to an image output device, comprising an 
eye correction processing device which corr e cts composites an eye image in an open state on a 
closed eye image in a human image having an eye in a closed state into an ey e imag e in an op e n 
state r so as to correct said closed eve image into said eye image in the open state, 

wherein said eye correction processing device adjusts a size and angle of the eye, colors 
and densities of an eyelid, a pupil and neighbor of the eye in an image to composite so as to 
conform to those in an image to be composited. 

17. (original): The image processing apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising an image display device, which controls such that an enlarged image of a neighbor of 
the eye can be displayed on said image display device while said eye correction processing 
device performs said eye correction processing for opening a closed eye. 

18. (new): An image processing apparatus, comprising: 
an input device for receiving digital image data; 

processing means for performing preset digital image processing on input digital image 
data; and 
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an output device for outputting processed image data as output image data, 

wherein said processing means comprises an eye correction processing device correcting 

a closed eye image in a human image having an eye in a closed state into an eye image in an 

open state, and 

wherein said eye correction processing device includes: 

a comparing processing unit for comparing the eye image in the closed state and the eye 
image in the open state with each other; 

an assuming processing unit for assuming movement of a point on an eyelid based on a 
characteristic of a shape of the eye image; and 

an opening processing unit for opening a closed eye based on the thus assumed 
movement. 

1 9. (new): An image processing apparatus, comprising: 
an input device receiving digital image data; 

processing means for performing preset digital image processing on input digital image 
data; and 

an output device outputting processed image data as output image data, 

wherein said processing means comprises an eye correction processing device correcting 

a closed eye image in a human image having an eye in a closed state into an eye image in an 

open state, said eye correction processing device includes: 

a setting unit setting the eye image in the closed state as an input signal and setting the 

eye image in the open state as a teacher signal, 
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a learning processing unit learning an image conversion from a closed eye to a open eye, 
and opening the closed eye based on the thus learned image conversion. 

20. (new) An image processing method, comprising the steps of: 
performing digital image processing on input digital image data; and 
outputting processed image data as output image data, 

wherein said digital image processing includes digital eye correction processing for 
correcting a closed eye image in a human image having an eye in a closed state into an eye 
image in an open state, and 

wherein said digital image processing includes the steps of: 

analyzing dynamic motion of opening and closing movement of the eye and eyelid based 
on said closed eye image data; 

creating said eye image data in the open state based on said dynamic motion analysis; 
correcting said closed eye image data by using said eye image data in the open state. 

21 . (new): The image processing method according to claim 20, wherein said 
analyzing step includes the steps of 

specifying a plurality of points on the eye and eyelid based on the said closed eye image 
data; and 

performing said dynamic motion analysis on said plurality points. 
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22. (new): The image processing method according to claim 21, wherein said 

analyzing step includes analyzing movement of said eyelid based on a structure, tissue and 

position of a muscle being related with the human eye. 
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